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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Abe 
(US 2002/0057360) in view of Jung (6,412,952). 

Regarding claim 1 , Abe discloses a vehicle periphery monitoring apparatus for 
picking up an image of the periphery of a vehicle, comprising: 

a case configured to be mounted on the vehicle and (paragraph 0194, Abe 
discloses the camera case 3 can be mounted onto the car or vehicle); and 

an image pickup device provided within the case and configured to pick up an 
image of the periphery of the vehicle and to provide the image picked up into a cabin of 
the vehicle (paragraph 0194, Abe discloses camera 1 for obtaining images). 

Abe does not specifically disclose the case comprising a front case member 
having a transparent window and a rear case member attached to the front case 
member, and a cover member configured to cover the front case member except for 
the transparent window and to cover a periphery of a mating surface between the 
front case member and the rear case member. However, Jung teaches a structure 
wherein there is a cover member (fig. 3, Jung discloses a cover element 50 with 
backplate 50a, the lens element 51 is a transparent window, where element 70 is like a 
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front case member and element 52 is like a rear case member). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Abe 
and Jung, as a whole, for providing a case so as to protect the inner contents of the 
image pickup device or whatever electronic device from the brutal, external weather 
conditions. 

Regarding claims 2-8, Abe does not disclose the specifics of the case that holds 
the case together. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
apply the use of adhesives and connective parts to hold the case together so as to 
ensure the protection of the camera. Jung teaches the use of sealing members (fig. 3, 
elements 53-54 are used to hold the case together). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Abe and Jung, as 
a whole, for providing a case so as to protect the inner contents of the image pickup 
device or whatever electronic device from the brutal, external weather conditions. 

Regarding claims 9-1 1 , Abe does not specifically disclose wherein the 
transparent window comprises: a pair of left and right transparent window portions 
each provided on left and right side of the front case member, respectively; and a 
lower transparent window portion provided on lower surface between the pair of left 
and right transparent window portions, wherein the pair of left and right transparent 
window portions and the lower transparent window portion are each formed of a curved 
surface having same thickness and are integrally formed by a continuous curved 
surface. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
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conveniently modify the placement of the window portions to whatever position the 
user desires so as to be able to provide image data at the positions by design choice. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen Wong whose telephone number is (571) 272-7341. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays to Thursdays from 8am-6pm 
Flextime. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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